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from	 nearby	 rivers,	 access	 their	 farmland,	
sell	 their	 products	 in	 markets,	 and	 send	
their	children	to	school.	It	also	helps	them	
gain	access	to	food	aid	and	medical	help,	as	
other	 nongovernmental	 organizations	 and	
the	World	 Food	 Programme	 are	 now	 able	
to	use	the	cleared	roads	to	deliver	food	and	
medicine.	New	 infrastructure	 and	develop-
ment	 projects	 as	 well	 as	 commercial	 trade	
and	 traffic,	 previously	 impossible	 because	
of	 mined	 roads,	 will	 now	 commence	 and	
benefit	the	population	of	 the	whole	region,	
almost	two	million	people	in	total.	







project	 and	 meeting	 the	 USDA’s	 strict	
reporting	requirements.








demining	 project	 in	 Chitembo.	 I	 camped	
there	that	night	with	HDI’s	demining	teams	















were	 literally	 over	 1,000	 landmines	 spread	
















Since	 then,	 a	 total	of	1,102	mines	have	
been	found	at	the	bridge	and	destroyed,	with	
9,1	 square	 meters	 (11,379	 square	 yards)	
cleared.	 An	 additional	 2,260	 square	 me-
ters	(2,703	square	yards)	have	been	“threat	
reduced”	 by	 heavy	 rollers.	 All	 of	 the	 area	
currently	not	under	water	has	been	cleared.	
The	final	part	of	the	mine	line	by	the	river	
bank	 is	 expected	 to	be	 cleared	 later	 in	 the	
year	when	the	water	level	is	low.3	
Making Roads Safe
I	 also	 visited	 HDI’s	 Road	 Threat	 Re-	
duction	 demining	 team	 on	 the	 road	 from	
Kuito	 to	 Menongue,	 which	 is	 an	 impor-
tant	and	long	stretch	of	the	only	road	from	






conducted	 manual	 verification	 with	 metal	
detectors.	 I	was	 briefed	 by	Gabriel	Duarte	
Marques,	the	leader	of	the	team,	and	talked	
to	 some	 of	 the	 deminers	 about	 their	 work	
and	 how	 it	 affects	 them	 and	 their	 fami-
lies.	All	the	deminers	hired	for	this	project	
have	come	from	local	communities	affected	
by	 the	 landmine	problem	 in	Huambo	 and	



















Angola	 is	 now	 free	 from	 war,	 but	 its	
people	are	still	 struggling	with	destruction,	
death	and	obstacles	to	development.	In	order	
to	 truly	 begin	 post-conflict	 reconstruction	
and	set	itself	on	the	path	toward	democracy,	
Angola	 needs	 to	 be	 freed	 from	 the	 plight	
of	 landmines.	 The	 partnership	 among	 the	
Humpty	 Dumpty	 Institute,	 the	 U.S.	 gov-
ernment	 and	 HALO	 Trust	 is	 helping	 to	
clear	Angola’s	roads	for	a	better	future,	safe	
from	the	risk	of	landmines.
See Endnotes, page 109
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and	 landmine	 victim	 from	 Angola’s	 dev-
astating	 civil	 war,	 Luca	 knows	 about	 fear.	




section	 of	 the	 only	 road	 between	 Angola	
and	Namibia.
by Daniela Kempf [ The Humpty Dumpty Institute ]
Angola’s Road Threat Reduction Project, funded by the Humpty Dumpty Institute, cleared heavily mined 
roads in the country’s Planalto region. The project made safe travel possible among the over 200 small 
communities and other bordering nations. With help from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and HALO 
Trust, HDI opened several roads for the Angolan people, creating new possibilities for the develop- 
ing government.
Milk Sale Clears Mines
The	Humpty	Dumpty	Institute	 funded	
the	 Road	 Threat	 Reduction	 Project	 with	
a	 grant	 made	 possible	 through	 the	 U.S.	
Department	 of	 Agriculture.	 HDI	 received	
US$770,000	 from	 the	 sale	 of	 00	 metric	
tons	(1	tons)	of	surplus	dried	milk.	HDI	
used	 the	 proceeds	 from	 this	 USDA	 grant	
to	fund	HALO	Trust’s	 landmine	clearance	
operations	 in	 the	Planalto	 region,	once	 the	
most	fertile	and	now	the	most	densely	mined	
part	of	Angola.	As	a	rebel	stronghold,	it	was	
the	 site	 of	 the	 heaviest	 fighting	 between	
União Nacional para a Independência Total 
de Angola	 forces	 and	 the	 Angolan	 govern-
ment	during	26	years	of	civil	war.	Since	the	





cannot	 reach	 the	 villages	 and	 farmers	 can-
not	take	their	produce	to	market.	The	mines	
have	 a	 stranglehold	 on	 Angolan	 post-con-
flict	recovery	and	economic	development.	
HDI	 helped	 change	 that.	 As	 a	 result	
of	 this	 project,	 over	 30	 kilometers	 (217.	
miles)	 of	 previously	 mined	 roads	 have	
been	 opened	 for	 traffic.	 An	 additional	
1,000	 square	meters	 (161,	 square	 feet)	
of	 densely	 mined	 land	 around	 bridges,	
markets,	 farms	 and	 houses	 have	 also	 been	
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School children crossing the Bridge of a Thousand Mines, while HALO’s deminers conduct mine clearance only feet away.
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